SOCIETY

Author spotid

Lisette Auton

My name is Lisette Auton and I'm passionate about
telling the stories | struggled to tind - those that
reflect my northern, working class, disabled and
neurodivergent experience - and making sure that
everyone can see themselves in, or are authors of,
the stories that are being told.

I'm an award-winning multidisciplinary artist based
in Darlington, who works as an author, playwright,
activist, creative practitioner, mentor, film and
theatre maker, and performer. | create work for both
children and adults, sometimes both at the same
time. My focus is on place, process, and creative
access.

When did you decide that you wanted to become an
author?

When | finally realised writing books could be an actual job!
The author Anne Fine came into my school when | was about
ten and signed my book and | thought that was very rude...
until | found out that she'd written it!

*

Did you read lots as a child - if you did, where did you
H AV mainly read? If you didn't, what was the reason?

pOi:N B | read loads. It was and still is my favourite thing to do. |

‘ loved reading in a sunbeam in my living room, in our plum

LISETEE AUEON tree (until my mam got it chopped down - | still haven't
forgiven her for that!) and in my bed.
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What is the best part about being an author?

Getting paid for using your imagination and making things
up. Visiting schools and hanging out with awesome
teachers and students. Meeting the people who read my
books. And making friends with people like librarians,

booksellers and the Rebel Reading Society!

What is the inspiration for your books and
writing?

I'm autistic, so | have lots of special interests
that | get obsessed with. They usually become
the basis for books. Such as lighthouses and
kittens in beards for 'The Secret of Haven Point’;
crows and fossils for 'The Stickleback Catchers';
ghost dogs and haunted theatres for 'Lights Up’;
and stars, aliens and freckles for 'The Starlight
Rebel'l After that, my stories always begin with
finding the perfcet setting for them

Who gives you feedback on your drafts and
how do you act on the feedback?

My agent and my editor. Even if | don't always do
exactly what they've suggested, | know that if
someone | trust has flagged up a bit in my story
that doesn't quite make sense or could be more
exciting then | need to do some work on it! |
mainly act by running away, then buying a pack
of biscuits and getting stuck in (to the biscuits
and the edit!). Custard creams usually, in case
you were wondering.
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Why do you think it is important for
children to read?

There are lots of very important reasons such
as gaining handy life skills, helping you to be
empathetic, and learning about the world
around you. The main reason though, is
because it's bloomin' brilliant to find a comfy
spot with your favourite snacks and then
completely and utterly disappear into a
different world. Once you find the sort of
books you love, then reading can be magic!
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To find out more about Lisette Auton please
visit her website at:

https://lisetteauton.co.uk/

Clie B And follow her on Instagram: @lisette__auton
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Lisette Auton’s

Book Recommendations

Skellig - David Almond

Any book by Bethany Walker - her books are just as

funny as she is in real life!
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