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Did you read lots as a child - if you did, where did you mainly
read? If you didn't, what was the reason?

| did. | spent all my time reading, and still do. | read comics, all sorts
of books for children and all sorts of books that were not meant for
children. | was lucky to live in a house with lots and lots of books,
but also went to my local library all the time.

What was your favourite book as a child and why?

There are waaaay too many to mention, but I'll try to name a few. | grew up in
Brazil and my mother was French, so | read lots of books from both cultures
growing up. From France, | loved the Little Nicholas books and Asterix. From Brazil,
| loved books about myths and legends from indigenous South American peoples

and the African diaspora; my favourite was Pierre Verger's African Legends of the
Orishas. | still love and read all these books quite often.
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What is the inspiration for your books and
writing?

As well as the books | mentioned earlier, | love Terry
Pratchett and P. G. Wodehouse. | also spend a lot of
time reading really long academic books on subjects
like the hypothetical social structure of Neanderthal
societies, or the domestication of the horse, and all
that stuff is somewhere in my writing (some of it is
buried very deep, but it's there). My kids are another
huge source of inspiration, they're funny and (a bit
too) honest with my work.
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Finally, if you could read for an hour, on your own, anywhere in the world - where
would it be?

| love being outdoors, especially at the top of a good mountain. If | could read anywhere, I'd go

to a cold, sunny slope in Snowdonia or the Alps, with a bacon sandwich, a bag of crisps and a
hot chocolate.
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