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Did you read lots as a child - if you did, where did you
mainly read? If you didn't, what was the reason?

I've always been a big reader, mainly in bed before going to sleep
_ something that | still do every night now; it never fails to helps
me wind down and switch off after a busy day.

What was your favourite book as a child and why?

| was (and still am) a huge reader of fantasy, and particularly
loved anything with animals or magical creatures. Some of my
favourite series were The Animals of Farthing Wood by Colin Dann,
The Deptford Mice trilogy by Robin Jarvis and The Old Kingdom by
Garth Nix.
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jo-Cotterill/e/B00JJFHLTA/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=QqnG6&content-id=amzn1.sym.cfd647ec-1da7-4905-9467-44757bd2ffd7&pf_rd_p=cfd647ec-1da7-4905-9467-44757bd2ffd7&pf_rd_r=523-6751838-9593132&pd_rd_wg=t9ReX&pd_rd_r=19d568f8-c44f-4ec9-b7e1-d517f3f2dc8e
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jo-Cotterill/e/B00JJFHLTA/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=QqnG6&content-id=amzn1.sym.cfd647ec-1da7-4905-9467-44757bd2ffd7&pf_rd_p=cfd647ec-1da7-4905-9467-44757bd2ffd7&pf_rd_r=523-6751838-9593132&pd_rd_wg=t9ReX&pd_rd_r=19d568f8-c44f-4ec9-b7e1-d517f3f2dc8e

Why do you think it is important for children to read? ®

Reading has been proven to make children more intelligent, more creative, © Y

more imaginative, more empathetic... but above all else, children should read

simply for the JOY of it. For the joy of discovering new worlds and making new ®

friends and getting whisked away on incredible adventures. There really is

nothing like it. o
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What is the inspiration for your books and
writing?

My inspiration comes from all sorts of places. The
Shadow Skye trilogy is inspired by my time touring
the Scottish Highlands in my early days as an
actor. One of the main characters, Agatha, has
Down syndrome, who was inspired by some of the
children | used to teach. The Nora books are about
a sassy, mischievous great-grandmother who has a
secret past as a monster hunter. She was inspired
by my sassy, mischievous grandmother, Janice. (As
far as I'm aware, she doesn’t have a secret past as
a monster hunter, but you never know with Janice...)
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When darkness falls, heroes rise...
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Finally, if you could read for an hour, on your own,
anywhere in the world - where would it be?

Somewhere sunny, on a beach, under a palm tree, with a
fresh coconut by my side, while the sea gently laps in the
background. BLISS!
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