
When did you decide that you wanted to become an author?

I loved writing stories all through school, but I thought authors
were super fancy, glamorous, smart people so being one
wasn’t a job option for me. It was only when I was in my late
twenties that I found the courage to start trying to get
something published.

Did you read lots as a child - if you did, where did you
mainly read? If you didn't, what was the reason?

My mum has always been a big reader, and as a child she used to
take me to my local library every weekend. I’d read in there all
morning, and then take books home to read in bed.
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What was your favourite book as a child and why?

My favourite book as a child was Morris’s Disappearing Bag by
Rosemary Wells because it is an excellent story about getting a
win over your brothers and sisters.

What is the best part about being an author?

The best part of being an author is when I find out that my stories
have made a difference to someone and made their life better,
even if it’s only in a small way.

What are the 'not so fun bits' in being an author?

The hardest part about being an author is the constant feeling of
not doing it  well enough – reading scathing reviews, missing out
on awards and opportunities that you really wanted, not selling
enough books…

How does it feel to see your books in shops and being sold?

Seeing my books in shops is always, even after nine years, a lovely,
magical thing. It makes me happy and proud.

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jo-Cotterill/e/B00JJFHLTA/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=QqnG6&content-id=amzn1.sym.cfd647ec-1da7-4905-9467-44757bd2ffd7&pf_rd_p=cfd647ec-1da7-4905-9467-44757bd2ffd7&pf_rd_r=523-6751838-9593132&pd_rd_wg=t9ReX&pd_rd_r=19d568f8-c44f-4ec9-b7e1-d517f3f2dc8e
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Jo-Cotterill/e/B00JJFHLTA/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=QqnG6&content-id=amzn1.sym.cfd647ec-1da7-4905-9467-44757bd2ffd7&pf_rd_p=cfd647ec-1da7-4905-9467-44757bd2ffd7&pf_rd_r=523-6751838-9593132&pd_rd_wg=t9ReX&pd_rd_r=19d568f8-c44f-4ec9-b7e1-d517f3f2dc8e


Why do you think it is important for children to read?

Reading is important for many reasons, but for me the most important
one is that it will make your life more fun and less lonely, and it will
help you find courage and comfort in tough times.

Finally, if you could read for an hour, on your own, anywhere in the world - where would it be?

My favourite place to read is at home in my bed – warm, safe and snuggly. My second favourite
place to read is in my hotel room bed at Disneyland Paris. My husband, son and I go every year
during the Christmas season, and I love having a busy day out in the parks, going on rides and
meeting characters, eating a big dinner and then snuggling up in our hotel room next to the
Christmas tree.

What is the inspiration for your
books and writing?

My inspiration generally comes from
every-day things: a train journey, a weird
crack in a wall, people I meet, wildlife
documentaries and old movies.

Who gives you feedback on your drafts and how do you act on the feedback?

Most of my feedback comes from my editor, who is brilliant at her job. Sometimes some of it
stings a little at first, but I let that feeling settle and then I think about how I can take it on
board and improve my work. She’s usually right!
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