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When did you decide that you wanted
to become an author?

| think | wanted to be an author quite early on, at least when
| was about 7 or 8. Over the years there were other jobs |
considered (I came very close to studying to become a
special effects make-up artist at one point) but becoming an
illustrator won out!

Did you read lots as a child - if you did, where did
you mainly read? If you didn't, what was the
reason?

| read all the time! | loved comics like Garfield and X-
Men but also read whatever | could from our amazing
local library. The Point Horror books were huge for me
Teddy and | also loved anything by Judy Blume.
Greumpy Teddy [

What was your favourite book as a child and why?

| had a lot of favourites but The Deptford Mice Trilogy by Robin Jarvis has
G. . stuck with me for years. They were re-released a couple of years back and
Halpeaken&og:i. my son is now reading them! The Snow Spider Trilogy was and still is a

m @ favourite set of books.
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You're ready!




Why do you think it is important for children to read?

There is so much inspiration to be found in books and that's what
fuelled my imagination throughout childhood. | enjoyed them but |
also wanted to make them too. Reading a particular book could
totally inspire you to create your own world and it's so much fun to
do that. I still make zines just for fun.
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For Sale # ¢ % What is the inspiration for your books and
writing?

My main inspiration comes from books, comics,
Carcok: decent Condition|  Vid€© games, films and cartoons. | grew up in the
Please noke: this Carrok | 1780 and 90s so very much had an analogue
is nok Special in any childhood! | made my own zines, made silly
Wway. action films on my friend’s camcorder and just

Price:A Cupof tea or drew and read in my free time. I'm also inspired

next bestoffer L\ by the natural world because there's just so much

< amazingly weird stuff to read about.
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Theke e Finally, if you could read for an hour, on your own, anywhere in the world -
GO ANAYY where would it be?

| actually got to do that recently on my holiday. We went to Italy in a valley
surrounded by mountains and | read out on the porch. The only sounds were birds
and insects and it was amazing!
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