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THE JOLLY POSTMAN
or Other People’ Letters

How does it feel to see your books in shops and being sold?

| still can’t quite believe it - it’s such an enormous privilege and | feel very
proud. It's a particular joy to see my kids looking for it when we go into a
bookstore.

What is the best part about being an author?

Writing! | love the process - it's so much fun. It's delightful to see the
designs and illustrations as they develop, bringing the words to life in
ways I'd never have imagined.



What are the 'not so fun bits' in being an author? %1&
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Admin! Even organising a school visit can mean a lot of

time emailing back and forth to sort out logistics - and
that can be a bit of a bore.

Why do you think it is important for children

to read?

| think it's important for children to discover how
powerful books can be. They're such a brilliant
way to access information, discover new worlds [ TEERE inspiration for your books
and perspectives and exercise your imagination. and writing?

You never know how what you read is going to

change the way you think about things or how you | write non-fiction science books. Since the
see the world - and | just love that it’s all there on fruth is always stranger than fiction, I'm lucky
the pages, waiting for you explore. enough to have all the weird and wonderful
stories from the world of science (and the
history of science) as my inspiration.

Finally, if you could read for an hour, on your own, anywhere in the world - where
would it be?

It's a bit of a cliché, but | love reading on a beach with the sounds of the sea in the
background. | grew up in Hove - so the beach there would be just fine, though I'd settle
for somewhere a little more exotic if | really had to!
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